FREEDOM'S BATTLE

The work of the political Commissars on the one hand, and the
growing authority of the Government on the other, gradually
overcame these psychological difficulties. There remained, how-
ever, the problem of providing an army which was increasing in
numbers and which had to fight an enemy assisted by the finest
German and Italian technicians, with officers competent to meet
the fresh exigencies of the war. Experience proved that it was
easier to find a good army or divisional commandant than men
capable of leading a battalion or company. A workman like
Modesto, a composer like Durdn, were capable of commanding large
units, and were endowed with all the qualities of great leaders.
On the other hand, more than one military operation, carefully
thought out and successfully initiated, failed because subordinate
officers were incapable of leading their men in an engagement.

Only after intensive instruction in the Military Colleges, and
lectures given at the front, did these gaps become filled and the
Republican Army acquire that efficiency which enabled it to
achieve such exploits as the crossing of the Ebro. On no other
occasion was the tremendous effort made by the Republicans in
the sphere of military organization more clearly seen than during
the period covering the defence of the Levant and the offensive
of July, 1938, and a brief recapitulation of events may therefore
not be out of place.

On April and, 1938, the rebels in their offensive on the Aragon
front, achieved a notable success with the occupation of Gandesa
in the bend of the Ebro. Confident of their superiority in men
and material, they attacked in the direction of Tortosa, but the
Republican troops re-formed, held up the enemy and finally
drove them back towards the South. This sudden change in the
situation made the rebels hesitate, but realising that their
attacking powers were not spent, they boldly decided to bring
their left wing into action in a surprise attack, force their way
through the loyalist lines and advance towards the Mediterranean.
On April 15th they reached the sea at Vinaroz, and Catalonia was
cut off from the rest of Republican Spain.
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